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a) Kawau Island is a marine-based community – boats, wharves, maritime 
structures, moorings form an integral and necessary part of the community and 
provide access points to houses and other facilities. 

b) Structures necessary in the coastal environment must be sympathetic to the 
environment and low-key, respecting the marine–land interface.  

c) The siting of buildings on ridges where they impact on the profile of the island 
should be avoided. 

d) Large excavations or land form modifications should be avoided. 
e) New building sites should be considered in the context of traditional Kawau house 

siting and building forms. New building sites should be located to minimise visual 
or physical impact on steep, water edge sites and bush. 

a) Kawau Island’s dependence on sea access gives it a special significance. The 
key means of transport to and around Kawau Island is by boat, both private and 
commercially operated. 

b) A mix of public, shared and private wharves and moorings is necessary to 
provide access to Kawau Island.    These form an integral and necessary means 
of access to houses and other facilities. 

c) Water access is supported by facilities available at key points on the “mainland”, 
including roads leading to the wharf, the wharf itself and associated suitable 
parking, recycling, rubbish collection and fuelling facilities at Sandspit and/or 
elsewhere. 

d) There are few roads, and the island remains generally vehicle free. 
e) There are public tracks in the Kawau Island Historic Reserve.  Other walking 

tracks that cross private land can only be used at the discretion and goodwill of 
landowners, and in compliance with their rules and restrictions. 

f)    The threat of the introduction of unwanted pests by visitors through access points 
should be addressed. 

g) There is a need for safe anchorage areas to be maintained for casual use in 
addition to permanent moorings.  



c)

 

a) The Kawau Island community is geographically disparate and separated by 
limited access and linkages. The predominance of non-permanent residents 
makes widely inclusive community events problematic. Nevertheless, it shares a 
common concern for the protection of the historical, ecological and environmental 
features that distinguish the island from others in the area.  

b) The Kawau Island Advisory Committee co-ordinates and expresses to local and 
national Government the views of Kawau Island residents and property owners. It 
acts as a link to residents and ratepayers independently and in conjunction with 
the Kawau Island Residents and Ratepayers Association. This structure is 
strongly supported, but does not remove individual rights in respect to local, 
regional and national governance. 


