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SHOESMITH DOMAIN RECREATION RESERVE 

MANAGEMENT PLAN  

1.0       Introduction 

  
This Reserve Management Plan provides a guide for future Council 
management of the Shoesmith Domain Recreation Reserve. Preparation 
of the plan is a statutory requirement under the Reserves Act 1977. The 
plan provides a general direction for expenditure by the Council for the 
foreseeable future.   

Future 
management   

2.0       Location 

  

Shoesmith Reserve is located at Warkworth adjacent to State Highway 1 
and is bounded by Hill Street, State Highway 1, the Mahurangi River and 
Mahurangi Street which is to be stopped, subject to access being provided 
to the adjoining property.  It is bisected by Shoesmith Street which 
provides the main access to the clubs located on the Reserve.    

Warkworth 

3.0 Legal Description  

  

The park comprises of 5.2780 hectares in total and is made up of six 
parcels of land:   

Six parcels of 
land 

Lot 1 DP 205450 3.8802 hectares 
Lot 1 DP 187337 0.1215 hectares 
Lot 2 DP 187337 0.7360 hectares 
Lot 3 DP 187337 0.2815 hectares 
Lot 4 DP 187337 0.2588 hectares 
Lot 5 DP 36395 0.0188 hectares  

5.2968 hectares

  

5.2968 ha 

4.0 Classification  

  

Shoesmith Reserve is classified as a Recreation Reserve in terms of the 
provisions of the Reserves Act 1977.   

Recreation 
Reserve  

Allotment 313 lying on the corner of Hill Street and State Highway One 
and now forming part of Lot 1 DP 205450, is held by the Crown through 
the Department of Conservation and vested in the Council, in trust for 
recreation purposes.  

Allotment 313  

An area of land on the corner of Hill Street and SH1 being a part of Lot 1 
DP 205450 is to be taken by the New Zealand Transport Agency as part of 
their upgrade of the Hill Street intersection.  

Intersection 
upgrade  

Lot 5 DP 36395 (0.0188ha) has been vested as a scenic reserve but not 
yet classified.  

Lot 5 

5.0 Zoning (Resource Management Act 1991) 

  

The reserve is zoned Open Space 4 (multi purpose) under the Rodney 
District Plan 2000 – Operative in part    

Open Space 4 
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6.0 Natural Physical Features 

  
The reserve is approximately triangular in shape and consists of generally 
flat areas at the northern end but falls away to the Mahurangi River and 
State Highway 1 to the south and east.  Most of the site is developed for 
playing fields or recreational activities except for the southern and western 
boundaries, which are steeper and contain patches of bush.    

Most of site 
developed 

7.0 Landscape Modification 

  

The reserve contains 6 tennis courts, 3 playing fields for soccer (with 
provision for their use for athletics and cricket in the summer,) one under-
sized field for use by junior hockey and soccer,

 

and bowling greens.  
Tennis, squash, soccer and scouts have their own buildings. There is also 
a pavilion on the reserve with toilets, changing rooms and various club 
storage facilities which is administered by the Council.  A paved parking 
area is provided off Shoesmith Street.   

Clubs and 
sports facilities 

Warkworth Women’s Bowling Club have recently relinquished their site 
(2008). The building and green is now a shared community facility, and 
can be booked by contacting the Council.  There is potential that the 
booking system will be the responsibility of an Advisory Group, should 
such a group be established.    

8.0 Historical Background 

  

The original Shoesmith Reserve comprising much of the present reserve 
was vested in the Warkworth Town Board as a Public Domain in 1932 as 
a condition of the Will of J V Shoesmith – a previous owner of the

 

land.  
Additions were made subsequently by the inclusion of stopped roads and 
extensions adjacent to the State Highway in 1949 and 1955.    

Inherited by 
Council 

9.0 Uses/Leases 

  

Although the reserve does provide for some passive recreational uses, its 
main purpose is to provide playing fields and facilities for a number of 
sports clubs.  The former Warkworth Women’s Bowling Club rooms are 
shared as a community facility.  No one group has a formal lease of 
building and/or green.  Formal leases are held by the following clubs and 
organisations:     

Formal leases 

Warkworth Tennis and Squash Club Incorporated

 

The Tennis Club has a formal lease to occupy the area comprising the 6 
courts and associated pavilion including 2 squash courts.  The lease 
agreement is from 25 August 1999 and expires on 24 August 2032.   

Lease expires 
2032         
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Ministry of Education

 
The Education Ministry has a formal lease to occupy the area of playing 
fields located at the north western corner of the reserve for use as playing 
fields between the hours of 8.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. on days that the 
adjacent school is open.  The lease expired in 2005, and is currently under 
review and is to be renewed.  

Lease under 
review 

Warkworth Association Football and Sports Club Inc.

 
The Football and Sports Club has a formal lease to occupy the area 
comprising the western-most pavilion on the northern side of Shoesmith 
Street.  The lease is for 19 years from 1 May 1992.  

Lease expires 
2011 

Scout Association of New Zealand

 

The Scouts have a formal lease to occupy the area comprising the Scout 
Den and the adjacent land.  The lease agreement is from 1 November 
1994 and expires 31 October 2027.    

Lease expires 
2027 

10.0 Reserve Maintenance 

  

Rodney District Council attends to all reserve maintenance except for 
those areas of land and buildings covered by specific leases for which 
responsibility rests with the particular lessees concerned.   

Council 

11.0 Future Development 

  

Future landscaping development of the reserve is proposed in landscaping 
concept plan Sheet D and includes:   

(i)  Significant specimen tree planting  
(ii)   Planting to define spaces and entry points 
(iii) Avenue planting to Shoesmith Street 
(iv) Native revegetation of the  Mahurangi River reserve and 
             establishment of a river side walkway and picnic area  

It should be noted that there will be no new planting within 10m of the 
tennis courts to ensure optimal maintenance of the courts.   

Landscaping 

When and if the Football Club and pavilion buildings require rebuilding, 
consolidate these into a building that caters for a combination of activities 
and is a main feature for the site. Include seating and landscaping to 
define building as shown on landscape concept plan Sheet D.  

Future building 

Should land adjoining the reserve become available for sale, acquisition 
and rezoning of this land to expand the reserve, should be considered.   

Future 
Expansion  

Currently Mahurangi Street is an unformed paper road.  Council may 
consider stopping Mahurangi Street subject to providing access to 
adjoining land, and the necessary road stopping procedures being 
implemented.   If Mahurangi Street is stopped, it should be incorporated 
into the reserve.    

Mahurangi 
Street     




