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1.0 Introduction

This Reserve Management Plan provides a guide for future Council
management of Wellsford War Memorial Park. Preparation of this plan is
a statutory requirement under the Reserves Act 1977.

The plan provides a general direction for the management of the Reserve
and expenditure by Council from its time of adoption until it is reviewed.
Implementation is carried out through the Annual Plan and Long Term
Council Community Plan processes, and communities and individuals can
also support initiatives outlined in the Reserve Management Plan by
making submissions via those processes.

Wellsford War Memorial Park is an important park within the Wellsford
area, as it is one of the town’s only significant open space areas. The
park features an open grassed area bordered by Pohutakawa trees, a
children’s playground, skateboard bowl, helipad, kindergarten and
hall/museum.

The Reserve Management Plan also provides for the establishment of a
new library for Wellsford on the reserve, the relocation of the existing
helicopter pad and for improved linkages to the reserve.

2.0 Location

Wellsford Memorial Park is located at the southern end of the Wellsford
Township. It has road frontage off Rodney Street (State Highway No.1),
Port Albert Road (State Highway 16) and Hazelmere Street. Main vehicle
access to the reserve is from Port Albert Road.

3.0 Legal Description and Classification (Reserves Act 1977)

The Park comprises 2.0318 hectares and is made up of the following
parcels of land:

* Lot1DP 118474 0.1499 ha
* Lot2 DP 118474 1.8819 ha
2.0318 ha

Under the provisions of the Reserves Act 1977 Lot 1 is classified as ‘Local
Purpose Reserve’ and Lot 2 is classified as ‘Recreation Reserve’,
however the area to be occupied by the future library will have to be
reclassified to ‘Local Purpose Reserve’.

4.0 Zoning

Under the Proposed District Plan 2000, part of Lot 2 DP 118474 is zoned
as Open Space 2 (Passive and Informal) and the southern area, where
entrance is gained off Hazelmere Road is zoned as Open Space 4 (Multi-
use and Community). Lot 1 DP 118474 is zoned as Open Space 4.
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5.0 Natural Physical Features

The land is gently contoured and has two flat levels, one of which houses
the museum and the other forms an open grassed area that falls away to
the south and east. The boundaries are planted with a mixture of trees
and shrubs and well-established Pohutakawa trees border the open
grassed area along Rodney Street (State Highway No.1).

6.0 Landscape Modification

Buildings on the park include the Wellsford Kindergarten and the
Albertland and Districts Museum. Other built works include the war
memorial plaques set in basalt stone pillars, an emergency helicopter
landing pad, a children’s playground, skateboard bowl, rubbish bins, picnic
tables and park benches.

Sealed driveways and car parks, with line markings, serve the park at the
Port Albert Road (State Highway 16) entrance and the Hazelmere Street
entrance. There is a pedestrian entrance off Rodney Street (State
Highway 1) which may need to be altered to allow for the new library,
there is also a concrete pathway that leads to the Port Albert Road
entrance. A concrete pathway also links Port Albert Road to Hazelmere
Street.

7.0 Historical Background

The bulk of the Park (northern end) was acquired by the Agricultural &
Pastoral (A & P) Society during the 1930’s, but by January 1940 it was
transferred to the Crown as “Reserve for an Agricultural and Pastoral
Show ground and Public Recreation Ground.”

There have been additions to the park since then, the most recent being
the area upon which the kindergarten is now sited, which was acquired in
December 1958.

In 1980 the Rodney County Council was appointed to be the Wellsford
Memorial Park Domain Board, to have control over the domain, and in
1987 new titles were issued in the name of the Rodney District Council.

The Wellsford War Memorial gates are listed as a historical structure
under the Proposed District Plan 2000.

8.0 Uses / Leases

The park provides for passive and informal recreational uses, including
children’s play equipment and a stakeboard bowl. The Wellsford
Kindergarten and the Albertland and Districts Museum occupy facilities on
the park and a helipad provides helicopter emergency access.

The park is designated a dog off-leash area but dogs have to be under
their owner’s control in accordance with Rodney District Council’s Dog
Bylaw, and are prohibited from children’s playgrounds and sports grounds
at all times.
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Leases:

Wellsford Kindergarten

The Wellsford Kindergarten lease expired on 31 March 2009. A new lease
is currently being negotiated which is envisioned to be for a term of 10 +
10 years.

Albertland and Districts Museum

The Albertland and Districts museum has a formal lease to occupy Lot 1
DP 118474 for the period of 33 years from 1 April 1987 to April 2020, plus
one right of renewal.

9.0 Future Development

Future development will be focused on integrating the library into the site,
improving linkages and the natural character of the reserve.

The proposals, as per the Concept Plan, Figure 3, include:
e Enhance the natural character of the reserve by considering
extending vegetation alongside the carpark at the Hazelmere Street

entrance.

e Improve amenities by considering implementation of
appropriate seating around the existing skate bowl.

‘youth’

e Enhance linkages and recreation opportunities by considering the
extension of the pathway network to link the skateboard bowl to
Rodney Street (State Highway 1).

o Facilitate the implementation of a new library and integrate the library
into the site through planting and pathway linkages.

e Provide amenities for increased user numbers by implementing an
additional carpark. This will require the existing helicopter pad to be
relocated to an alternative site on the park.

e Relocate of the helicopter pad to allow for the new library, with an
alternative location being determined during the design process for
the new library.

¢ Removal of selected trees along the Rodney Street boundary to allow
for the new library.

10.0 Development Controls

Further development of the park must be considered within the context of
Wellsford and the wider Rodney District. Any future development must
recognise the character of the park, and the objectives and policies of this
Reserve Management Plan and the statutory requirements of the Rodney
District Plan.
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11.0 Reserve Promotions/Signage/Branding

There are signs indicating the name of the reserve at the main access
points to the reserve.

12.0 Reserve Management and Maintenance

All reserve maintenance is the responsibility of the Rodney District
Council, except for those areas covered by specific leases for which
responsibility rests with the particular lessee.

The Returned Servicemen’s Association (RSA) should be consulted
concerning matters affecting the War Memorial.

As the current arrangements for the maintenance and management of the
Reserve appear to be satisfactory to most parties, it is anticipated that
these arrangements be continued for at least the life of this plan.

13.0 Review Procedures

In accordance with the Reserves Act 1977, the Council is required to keep
Reserve Management Plans under continuous review. Council will review
this plan regularly or when necessary.

14.0 Objectives and Policies

14.1 Objective 1
To respect, protect and enhance the important active and passive
recreation, educational and cultural activities for the local and wider
community.

Policy and Implementation
0] Recognise the existing leases over parts of the park.

e Continue the lease to the Wellsford Kindergarten and the
Albertland and Districts Museum.
(i) Maintain open grassed areas to a standard that is in keeping with
their use.

¢ |dentify and provide for ongoing maintenance and development
of open grassed areas for passive and informal recreation
purposes.
(i)  Enhance recreation areas to encourage use.

e Improve amenities by considering implementation of ‘youth’
appropriate seating around the existing skate bowl.
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(iv)

v)

14.2

(i)

(ii)

e Enhance linkages and recreation opportunities by considering
the extension of the pathway network to link the skatebowl to
Rodney Street (State Highway 1), as per the Concept Plan,
Figure 3.

Recognise the use of the reserve for community activities.

e Permit short term use of the reserve for community groups,
special events and outdoor activities, subject to the prior
approval of the Manager of Parks and Coastal Operations and
based on their compatibility with existing established uses and
the objectives and policies of this Reserve Management Plan.

Recognise the role of the Wellsford Memorial Park Advisory
Committee in administering day-to-day operational matters relating
to the reserve and in recommending matters of policy to the
Council.

Objective 2

To consider additional facilities, leases and uses on the reserve
based on the overall requirements of the community, compatibility
with existing established uses and the preservation of the valued
natural character of the reserve.

Policy and Implementation
Implement facilities and uses where a significant community
demand and support exist.

o Facilitate the implementation of a new library on the reserve
and integrate the library into the site through planting and
pathway linkages.

o Ensure where possible that the library is available for multiple
uses and its use is optimised.

¢ Limit the scale of the library to within the area indicated on the
Concept Plan, Figure 3.

¢ Minimise the extent of impermeable surfaces around the
library.

e Ensure the design elements, materials and external colour
scheme of the library building are sensitive and complimentary
to visual character of the surrounding environment.

¢ Investigate alternative locations for the existing helipad during
the design process for the new library.

To provide amenities for increased user and facility requirements.
e Provide amenities for increased user numbers by considering

the implementation of an additional carpark, limited to within
the area identified on the Concept Plan, Figure 3.
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(i)  Discourage the development of additional buildings until the
existing facilities are used to their optimum extent and where a
substantiated community demand exists.

14.3 Objective 3

To recognise Wellsford Memorial Park as an important community
facility that recognises and remembers the past.

Policy and Implementation

0] Ensure the entry gate piers displaying the names of those who
served and died in the First and Second World Wars are
maintained and kept clear of vegetation.

14.4 Objective 4

To manage, protect and enhance the natural values of the Reserve.

Policy and Implementation
0] Protect, rationalise and extend the vegetation within the Reserve
appropriate to its use, site conditions and landscape character.

e Enhance the natural character of the reserve by considering
extending vegetation alongside the carpark at the Hazelmere
Street entrance.
(i) Maintain view shafts from road frontages to maintain open space
character and to encourage use.

e Ongoing rationalisation and pruning of trees along all
boundaries, in accordance with the standards and techniques
of approved arboriculture practice.

15.0 Overall Implementation of the Reserve Management Plan

The Reserve Management Plan gives a general indication of the intended
use and development of the reserve. Management Plans often contain
suggestions for various works or improvements. Once the Management
Plan is adopted these proposals are costed and incorporated into
Council’'s Long Term Plan and Annual Plan processes.

Proposals included in a plan are subject to funds becoming available and
prioritisation against work elsewhere. Proposals will be implemented on
the basis of community priorities and within a flexible time frame. In some
cases proposals may be reconsidered as a consequence of future review.
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