M Rodney
\ DISTRICT COUNCIL

Reporting on Rod ney

RDC making a positive difference

For further information on
council activities visit

Waitoki Vision Adopted

Rodney District Council adopted the
final version of the Waitoki Vision
Statement at a meeting last month.
The Vision statement is a community
document which sets out a set of
principles for managing the town's
future development.

The key principles set out in the
Vision statement are focused on
maintaining the town's small village
feel and its positive community spirit,
keeping its rural look, natural features
and open spaces, managing growth to
support the school, businesses and
community facilities there and
supporting Waitoki as a centre for the
surrounding rural lifestyle community.

The Vision Statement was
developed in conjunction with the
Waitoki Village Community
Group. The wider Waitoki
community has also had input into
the statement through surveys,
public meeting and submissions.
During the final round of
consultation on the draft Vision
Statement 39 submissions were
received; the majority supported
the draft document.

The main issues local residents
raised through the survey and in
submissions were that they didn't

e The Council wants Waitoki and its surrounding
areas to retain its rural feel

want Waitoki to develop too quickly
and to stay as a rural village, and also
to be able to support and retain
community facilities and businesses in
the town.

While most of the towns in western
Rodney can expect some population
growth due to their proximity to
Auckland, Waitoki is not identified as a
growth centre in Council planning
documents.

The existing rules in the Rodney
District Plan for Waitoki prevent rapid
development from occurring within the
town and do protect the town's village
character, so significant changes to
these rules are not expected to be
needed in the near future. The new
Auckland Council will adopt the

fail

Fitting the Bill - Volumetric Charging Introduced

Off the rates bill and now linked wherever possible to usage rather than a fixed
charge. That's the new method of charging for wastewater processing, which
makes its first appearance this month on water bills this month.

Rather than charging you a fixed pan charge for wastewater services (and that's
now disappeared off your rates bill), volumetric charging charges you for
wastewater processing based on your metered water usage giving you the
opportunity to make increased savings through water conservation.

Furthermore, for those not connected to a council water system, your total
wastewater costs will be less than last year. For more information on this and the full
story on volumetric wastewater charging there's a pamphlet coming out with your
water bill, and a raft of information on our website www.rodney.govt.nz.

notified.

Centreway Road, Orewa.

Upcoming Rodney District Council Meetings

Full Council - next meeting: 5 November.

Infrastructure and Environment Committee - next meeting: 19 November.
District Plan and Regulatory Committee - next meetings: 4 and 18 November.
Strategy and Community Committee - next meeting: 3 December.

Meeting starting times: All meetings start at 9.00 a.m. unless otherwise

Meeting venues: Meetings are normally held in the Council Chambers, 50

www.rodney.govt.nz

existing Rodney District Plan.

However Rodney District Council
will be looking at whether a small
number of properties on Kahikatea
Flat Road should be re-zoned to reflect
the type of activities currently being
undertaken in this area. While
resource consents have been granted
for these activities, the current zoning
is not the most appropriate for the mix
of activities being undertaken.

The Council will also be developing
a set of more detailed land use
principles to guide development in
Waitoki.

Submissions and survey
respondents from Waitoki also
expressed concern about heavy traffic
and traffic speed in the town. The
speed limit in the town centre has
recently been reduced to 50km per
hour, and a school gateway treatment
has also been applied in the area
surrounding the school to reduce
traffic speed and let people know they
are approaching a school. These
treatments have been shown to
reduce traffic speed by an average of
9-13km per hour.

Rodney District Council would like to
thank the Waitoki Village Community
Group and everyone who took part in
the surveys, meetings or made a
submission for their help in creating
the vision statement.  Copies of the
statement can be viewed online at
www.rodney.govt.nz under the
'Planning and Development, Plans'
link and will also be posted to Waitoki
residents.

West Coast Rural
Variation Consent Fees

Rodney District Council has decided
that it will waive resource consent fees
where these are directly related to the
provisions of the proposed West Coast
Rural Policy Variation. Public
consultation on the Variation closed on
23 October. The waiver of fees will
apply until the Council makes a
decision on what the final content of
the Variationis.

The proposed Variation would
introduce a new zone which would
protect the distinctive coastal and rural
character of the West Coast of
Rodney.
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