405 Mahurangi East Road
Snelis Beach 0920

01 March 2010

Mr Wayne Knightbridge

Animal Control/Bylaws Manager
Rodney District Council

Private Bag 500

OREWA

Dear Mr Knightbridge

Re:  Dudley, German Shepherd, Tag No. 10525/10
Classification as a Menacing Dog

My Objection:
I wish to object to the above classification of Dudley as a menacing dog, on the following grounds:
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Your letter states you made the classification “.. because Rodney District Council considers that the dog
may pose a threat to any person, stock, domestic animal, or protected wildlife because of: Your dog
did attack another dog on 17 February 2010.”

1. Dudley has never shown any sign of aggressive behaviour to any person of any age.

2 Dudley has no contact with stock.

3 Dudley has regularly been in the same room as cats. He lived with a female Boxer dog for 14
months when we first adopted him and has had contact with other dogs, as detailed below, with no
threatening behaviour.

Dudley will not be in any situation where he will have contact with protected wildlife.

Neither of the people leading their dog at the time it was bitten wanted any formal action to be
taken by Rodney District Council.

o

I therefore argue that Dudley is not a menacing dog and having to put a muzzle on him is totally
unfounded. This is supported by:

Dudley’s History:

Dudley was born on 12 September 2001 and spent his first five years in a wire crate in Wellington,
unprotected from the weather and not exercised or played with. German Shepherd Rescue Trust (GSRT)
were alerted to his plight by neighbours, but initially n¢ither GSRT nor the SPCA could uplift him, as his'-
owners weren’t “actively mistreating him” (not a direct quote). When his owners said they were going
back to the country they came from (where it was normal to keep dogs caged), the neighbours encouraged
them to sign Dudley over to GSRT, to find him a good home. Dudley was then fostered by an
experienced GSRT foster family in Wellington that had a toddler that fed Dudley dog biscuits by hand.
They also had three cats that Dudley quickly learnt to get on with, with no incidents occurring. Dudley
was assessed there by a very experienced GSRT Assessor. The GSRT have an assessment protocol as
stringent as the SPCA. Of nole, they have placed over 800 dogs into homes with only one incident.






