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Summary of Results for Rodney Distric t Counc il

66% of residents favour Rodney District Council having a role in regulating the use of 
GM plants and animals, either by setting local rules or when ERMA is processing GMO 
applications.

44% of residents aged 18+ believe that Rodney District Council should not set rules for 
the local use of GM plants and animals.   This compares with 40% who believe the 
Council should set rules.

Amongst those residents who believe the Rodney District Council should set rules, 50% 
would prefer that the Council prohibit the use of all types of GM plants and animals, 
whilst 25% believe that GM plants and animals should be prohibited for food 
production, but allowed for other uses.  22% favour the option that the GM user should 
be made legally responsible for any economic or environmental harm caused.

63% of Rodney District Council residents favour regulation of GM plants and animals of 
at least a strength that would make GMO users legally responsible for any 
environmental or economic harm either by local regulation or through changes to 
national legislation.

46% of residents believe the Rodney District Council should have the right to prohibit 
GM plants and animals from the district, either by setting local rules or when ERMA is 
processing GMO applications.
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Summary of Results for Rodney Distric t Counc il (c on)

Amongst those residents who believe the Rodney District Council should not set rules or 
have no preference, there is a strong desire for the Council to lobby central 
government to have the law changed, so that users of GM plants and animals are 
legally responsible for any environmental or economic harm caused (59% agree).  

Amongst this same group, there are more mixed reactions to the idea of lobbying to 
give local communities the ability to reject the use of a particular GM plant or animal 
when ERMA is deciding on the application, with 46% agreeing and 45% disagreeing.

In general, Rodney District residents agree that:
NZ should only produce GM free food (52% agree)
GM will harm the local food industry (47% agree)
Should leave the option open for GM production in the future (63% agree)

And disagree:
GM will provide economic benefits for the district (47% disagree)
GM will harm the local tourism industry (42% disagree)
People should be able to produce GM plants and animals if they choose (65% 
disagree)
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