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Summary of Results for Auc kland Regiona l Counc il (1)

68% of residents favour their local Council having a role in regulating the use of GM 
plants and animals, either by setting local rules or when ERMA is processing GMO 
applications.

40% of residents aged 18+ believe that their Council should not set rules for the local 
use of GM plants and animals.   However, there are also 40% who believe their Council 
should set rules, whilst 18% have no preference.

Amongst those residents who believe their Council should set rules, 39% would prefer 
that the Council prohibit the use of all types of GM plants and animals, whilst 32% 
believe that GM plants and animals should be allowed, but the user should be made 
legally responsible for any economic/environmental harm caused.  27% favour the 
option of prohibiting for food production, but allowing GM for other uses.

64% of ARC residents favour regulation of GM plants and animals of at least a strength 
that would make GMO users legally responsible for any environmental or economic 
harm either by local regulation or through changes to national legislation.

44% of residents believe their Council should have the right to prohibit GM plants and 
animals from the district, either by setting local rules or when ERMA is processing GMO 
applications.
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Summary of Results for Auc kland Regiona l Counc il (2)

The main reasons given for wanting their Council to set rules for the local use of GM 
plants and animals are:

Overall, amongst those residents who believe their  Council should not set rules or have 
no preference, there is a strong desire for Councils to lobby central government to:

Give local communities the ability to reject the use of particular GM plants and 
animals in the district when ERMA is deciding on the applications(49% agree)
Have the law changed so that users of GM plants and animals are legally 
responsible for any environmental or economic harm caused (62% agree)

Q3 Reason for choosing this option All Options All types prohibited User legally responsible Food prohibited

Sample Size 510 260 127 122
Users of GM should be made accountable/ held responsible for thei r 
actions/ consequences i f something goes wrong/ pay for damage 18% 1% 51% 3%
Against GM / don't bel ieve in GM / shouldn't mess wi th nature / GM should be 
banned 18% 37% 2% 9%
Not enough is known about (consequences of) GM / not enough research has been 
do ne / w o rri ed a bo u t da nge rs o f GM / ne ed m o re i n fo rm a t i o n m a de a va i l ab l e to 
the pu b l i c 18% 42% 0% 3%

Sounds l ike better/ best option / sounds right 11% 7% 7% 22%
Counci l to make the rules / pol ice the rules / moni tor GM activi ties / have a say in 
control l ing GM local ly 11% 3% 26% 7%




