KAWAU ISLAND DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES

Kawau Island is a unique island environment within Rodney District and the Hauraki Gulf. It is a 2,000 hectare island in
the Hauraki Gulf physically close to Sandspit to the west and Auckland to the south, but with a feeling of being far
removed from them. The east coast is steep with high cliffs and generally uninhabited. The west coast is a mix of steep
and gentle slopes, a predominantly rocky foreshore (except for Vivian Bay) and with inlets/harbours at North Cove, Bon
Accord Harbour, South Cove and Bostaquet Bay.

The Proposed District Plan 2000 identifies Kawau Island as a highly valued landscape and the purpose of these
guidelines is to ensure that development is sympathetic to the character of the Island and to achieve a high level of
amenity and ecological and landscape enhancements. The guidelines accompany the Kawau Island Vision Statement
(adopted 30 July 2009) and are a non-statutory document that is to be considered when assessing any resource
application for building on Kawau Island.

KAWAU ISLAND CHARACTER

Due to the Island’s reliance on sea access and the use
of wharves and moorings, much of the development
has occurred close to the sea. Poor building design
can have significant adverse effects on the natural
character of the coastal environment, and on the
native vegetation and cliff and ridge systems.

The Resource Management Act 1991 highlights the
national importance of coastal character. For an island
nation this is recognition of a powerful geographical
and landscape feature. It also recognises the
sensitivity of areas which are highly significant for
ecological, landscape and social reasons. The coastal
interface hosts complex biodiversity conditions and
plays a critical role in natural ecology cycles. Beaches,
cliffs, marshlands, coastal meadows and the sea itself
are natural attractors for both wildlife and people, and
this poses conflicts which require responsible and
careful  resolution (Rodney District  Council,
Development Design Guide, 2008).

In coastal locations the built form should have an
obvious marine character and identity, related to the
water edge and its natural landscape and bush setting.
It must protect the natural character of the coast. The
use of traditional bach vernacular and building
typologies such as narrow, small scale buildings are
more sympathetic. Development on the coastal edge
should be of a low scale and low impact which is
appropriate to the high sensitivity of this particular type
of environment. High value views from buildings can
be possible without compromising the striking
landscapes or vegetation of cliff and ridge systems
(Rodney District Council, Development Design Guide,
2008).

Chapter 7 — Rural of the Proposed District Plan 2000
contains Kawau specific planning provisions for
development opportunities. Kawau Island is made up
of two Policy Areas the Settlement Policy Area and the
Bush Policy Area. There are limited lifestyle



