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Executive Summary

Rodney District Council supports the amalgamation of the four Auckland
metropolitan local authorities, the Papakura District and the Auckland
Regional Council. The Rodney District Council believes that the
Government’s objectives for the metropolitan area will be considerably
supported by a single overarching vision, purpose and strategy; the
elimination or simplification of processes; improved clarity in decision making;
removal of duplication and, in some activities, achievement of economies of
scale.

Rodney and Franklin Districts, however, are not suited for inclusion in the
Auckland Council. These two districts, and the issues they face, are very
different from the local authorities that make up metropolitan Auckland.

The new Auckland Council will have significantly improved chances of
success without the inclusion of Rodney and Franklin Districts. The
objectives of the proposed legislation are focused around the management of
urban Auckland issues such as infrastructure (especially transport) and
metropolitan planning. These objectives are important and strategic planning
needs to be unified and focused. The new Auckland Council should not be
distracted from resolving these by the rural, small town and coastal issues
faced by Rodney District Council.

Rodney District Council will be more effective and cost efficient as a
standalone unitary council. As a unitary council Rodney District would be
able to ensure simplified planning processes, no longer pay rates toward
metropolitan services and ARC overheads and be able to set its own levels of
service for council activities.

The Council’'s proposal to become a unitary authority is in line with the
Government’s preference to reduce the number of councils in New Zealand,
and in particular, to replace regional councils with a new Environmental
Protection Agency. This would result in more unitary councils being created.

Further, Rodney District Council is supportive of a future review of its northern
boundary to include a portion of the Kaipara District as far as the Brynderwyn
Ranges. This would also enable the management of almost all of the Kaipara
Harbour by one authority.

Only 22% of Rodney residents support becoming part of the Auckland
Council. This was ascertained through a survey carried out in June 2009 by
market research agency Colmar Brunton. In the same survey, 61% of
residents felt that their needs would not be adequately represented in the
proposed Auckland Council.
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In summary, the Rodney District Council requests that the Local Government
(Auckland Council) Bill be amended to constitute Rodney District Council as a
unitary council, separate from the Auckland Council.

Support for Rodney District Council’'s position has come from groups and
individuals as diverse as the:

Rodney Economic Development Trust

Mahurangi East Residents’ and Ratepayers’ Association
Puhoi Planning Forum

Omaha Beach Incorporated

Warkworth Business Association

Rodney Health Link, Orewa

Warkworth Liaison Group

South East Rodney Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association
Kumeu River Wines Ltd & M.G. Brajkovich Family Trust
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Introduction

This submission is Rodney District Council’'s response to the Local
Government (Auckland Council) Bill as resolved at a Special Council meeting
on 23 June 2009. The Council wishes to be heard at the Select Committee
hearing.

Rodney District Council supports the proposal to amalgamate the
metropolitan areas of the Auckland Region and Papakura District. However,
because of the clear lack of community of interest with metropolitan Auckland,
the Council does not support the addition of Rodney and Franklin districts into
the proposed Auckland Council.

The reasons for excluding Rodney and Franklin districts from the Auckland
Council are:

) Rodney and Franklin predominantly comprise small settlements and
rural communities, requiring the resolution of a very different set of
issues to those faced by metropolitan local authorities.

) Rodney and Franklin districts will at most have two representatives on
the proposed Auckland Council. It is unlikely that any of the “at large”
councillors will be from these rural areas. There is an unacceptable
risk that the resolution of such different community issues will not be
supported, let alone be understood, by a metropolitan focused
majority of 18 Councillors.

o The inclusion of Rodney and Franklin districts in this proposal is, to a
large degree, an accident of history. They were included in the
Auckland Region on the bio-physical considerations on which regional
council borders were established. The issues the Auckland Council
proposal sets out to address are not bio-physical, instead they relate
to the creation of an international metropolitan city.

The Bill is very specific about the southern border of the Auckland Council.
There is no similar degree of specification of the northern border. The Prime
Minister, Minister of Local Government and the Associate Minister of Local
Government have all said that the northern border has not yet been finalised
and that public input is sought on the issue.

If Rodney District is not included in the new Auckland Council’s jurisdiction,
then the provision of those services previously supplied by the Auckland
Regional Council needs to be addressed.

The Rodney District Council therefore strongly advocates that it
should take on the functions of a regional council and become a
unitary council.






