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RODNEY DISTRICT COUNCIL       

       RODNEY DISTRICT COUNCIL GENERAL BYLAW: 1998          

CHAPTER 17 TRADE WASTE        

EXPLANATION    

A Bylaw prepared under Section 146(a) (iii), Section 148,158[2] [b] and Section 86 of the Local 
Government Act 2002 and the Bylaws Act 1910.  
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RODNEY DISTRICT TRADE WASTE BYLAW - 2004    

1.0 INTRODUCTION

  
This Bylaw regulates the discharge of trade waste to a wastewater sewerage system or 
stormwater system operated by the Rodney District Council or a wastewater system operated 
by Watercare Services Ltd.  

For the purposes of this Chapter and for the avoidance of doubt all references to the Council 
shall be deemed to also to refer to Watercare Services Ltd.  

This Chapter of General Bylaw 1998 is to be read in conjunction with Chapter 1 Bylaw 
Administration    

1.1 Commencement and application  

This Bylaw is made by the Rodney District Council pursuant to the powers contained in 
section 146(a) (iii), section 148 and section 86 of the Local Government Act 2002 (the Act) 
and the Bylaws Act 1910.  

This Bylaw came into force on 1 September 2004 and has been reviewed under section 
158[1] of the Act. This Chapter as reviewed will come into force on 27 April 2010   

1.2 Purpose 

The purpose of Chapter 17 - Rodney District Trade Waste Bylaw 2004, is to control and 
monitor trade waste discharges into public wastewater and stormwater systems in order to: 

  

Encourage waste minimisation; and 

 

Encourage water conservation. 

 

Ensure compliance with discharge consent conditions; 

 

Ensure that the costs of treatment and disposal are shared fairly between trade waste 
and domestic discharges; 

 

Manage risks associated with any discharges of waste with trade waste 
characteristics to the wastewater system and stormwater system; 

 

Promote cleaner production; 

 

Protect wastewater system workers; 

 

Protect the environment; 

 

Protect the wastewater system and stormwater infrastructure; 

 

Provide a basis for charging trade waste users of the public wastewater system to 
cover the cost of conveying, treating and disposing of or reusing their wastes; 

 

Provide a basis for monitoring discharges from industry and trade premises;   

1.3 Compliance with other Acts  

Nothing in this bylaw shall derogate from any of the provisions of the Health Act, the Health 
and safety in Employment Act, the RMA, the Building Act, the Hazardous Substances Act and 
its regulations or any other relevant statutory or regulatory requirement. In the event of 
inconsistency between legislation the more stringent requirement applies.    

1.4 Trade premises and other users to which this bylaw applies  

This bylaw shall apply to the trade premises within the geographic and statutory area of the 
Rodney District where trade wastes are discharged or sought to be discharged to the public 
wastewater systems operated by the Council or Watercare Services Ltd. The bylaw shall also 
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apply to tankered wastes collected for the purpose of discharge to the public wastewater 
systems operated by the Council.  

Pursuant to section 196 Local Government Act 2002 the Council may refuse to accept any 
type of trade waste which is not in accordance with this bylaw.  

2.0 INTERPRETATION

   
ACT Means the Local Government Act 2002 
ACCESS POINT Means a place where access may be made to a private drain for 

inspection (including sampling or measurement), cleaning or 
maintenance.  The location of the access point shall be in accordance 
with the New Zealand Building Code.  

APPROVAL OR 
APPROVED 

Means approval or approved in writing, either by resolution of the 
Council or by an Authorised Officer of the Council.  

APPROVED SITE Means a site, approved by the Council for the safe disposal of trade 
waste. 

BATCH DISCHARGE means any discharge of accumulated trade waste over a short period of 
time that has not been approved for discharge under an existing 
consent.   

BIOSOLIDS Means wastewater sludge derived from a wastewater treatment plant 
that has been treated and/or stabilised to the extent that it is able to be 
safely and beneficially applied to land and does not include products 
derived solely from industrial wastewater treatment plants. The term 
biosolid/biosolids is used generically throughout this document to include 
products containing biosolids [i.e compost].  

CHARACTERISTIC Means any of the physical or chemical characteristics of trade waste 
including any constituent of a trade waste referred to but not limited by 
this Bylaw as referred to in Schedules 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this Bylaw.  

CONSENT HOLDER Means the person occupying trade premises who has obtained a 
consent to discharge or direct the manner of discharge of the trade 
waste from any premises to the Council s wastewater system and 
includes any person who does any act on behalf of/or with express or 
implied consent of the consent holder (whether for reward or not) and 
any licensee of the consent holder.  

CLEANER 
PRODUCTION 

Means the implementation on trade premises, of effective operations, 
methods and processes appropriate to the goal of reducing or 
eliminating the quantity and toxicity of wastes. This is required to 
minimise and manage trade waste by: 

(a) Using energy and resources efficiently, avoiding or reducing the 
amount of wastes produced; 

(b) Producing environmentally sound products and services; 
(c) Achieving less waste, fewer costs and higher profits.   

CONDENSING 
WATER / COOLING 
WATER 

Means any water used in any trade, industry or commercial process or 
operation in such a manner that it does not take up matter into solution 
or suspension.   

CONDITIONAL 
TRADE WASTE 

Means trade waste which is within the classification provided by Clause 
3.3 of this Bylaw.  

CONSENT Means a consent in writing given by the Council and signed by an 
Authorised Officer authorising a person to discharge trade wastes to the 
public wastewater system.   
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CONTINGENCY 
MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURES/ 
PLAN 

means those procedures/plan developed and used to avoid, remedy, or 
mitigate the actual and/or potential adverse effects of these activities on 
the environment from and unexpected or unscheduled event resulting in 
discharge, or potential discharge of contaminant of concern into the 
wastewater system.  

CONTROLLED 
TRADE WASTE 

Means trade waste which is within the classification provided by Clause 
3.2 of this Bylaw.  

CORRUGATED 
PLATE 

Means a gravity separator designed to remove non-emulsified oil and 
solids from wastewater. The separator contains corrugated plates and 
uses gravity to remove pollutants.  

COUNCIL Means the Rodney District Council or an officer authorised under this 
Bylaw to act on its behalf. For the purposes of this Chapter only also 
means Watercare Services Ltd., or its Authorised Officers where trade 
wastes are discharged to a Watercare Services Ltd wastewater system.  

DISTRICT Means the territory administered by the Council.  

DISCHARGE 
MANAGEMENT 
PLAN 

Means a plan agreed between the Council and the occupier for the 
monitoring, programming and controlling by the occupier, of the sources 
of trade waste from the occupier s premises, so that the discharge of 
wastewater to the public wastewater system complies with the Council s 
requirements. It may include geo thermal water.  

CONNECTION Means the lawful and physical connection of a private wastewater 
pipeline to any Council Wastewater system.  

DISCONNECTION Means the physical cutting or sealing of a private wastewater pipeline 
from any wastewater system.  

DOMESTIC 
WASTEWATER 

Means liquid wastes (including matter in solution or suspension) 
discharged from premises used solely for residential purposes, or 
wastes of the same character discharged from other premises; but does 
not include any solids, liquids or gases that may not be lawfully 
discharged into the wastewater system.  

DRAIN Means that section of private drain between the occupier s premises and 
the point of discharge through which wastewater is conveyed from the 
premises to the wastewater system.  That section of drain is owned and 
maintained by the occupier.  

EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT 
PLAN 

Means a framework of strategies for preventing, reducing responding to 
or recovering from emergency situations which may arise from the use, 
storage or discharge of trade waste.  

ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT 
PLAN 

Means an overall management plan which includes organisational 
structure, planning activities, responsibilities, practices, procedures, 
processes and resources for developing, implementing, achieving, 
reviewing and monitoring the environmental policy of the Council.  

GREASE TRAP Means a device approved by Council or an Authorised Officer that 
allows kitchen wastewater to cool, and the grease to separate from the 
wastewater.   
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HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS 

Means raw materials, products or wastes containing corrosive, toxic, 
biocidal, radioactive, flammable or explosive materials, or any materials 
which when mixed with the wastewater stream, are likely to generate 
toxic, flammable, explosive or corrosive materials in quantities likely to 
be hazardous to the health and safety of any person or harmful to the 
wastewater system, and includes hazardous substances as defined by 
the Hazardous Substances and Organisms Act 1996 and any 
regulations there under.  

LIQUID AND 
HAZARDOUS 
WASTE CODE OF 
PRACTICE 

Known as the Code provides generators, handlers and receivers as 
well as regulators and assessors with detailed practice advice on sound 
waste management controls. 

MASS LIMIT Means the total mass of any characteristic that may be discharged to the 
public wastewater network over any stated period from any single point 
of Discharge or collectively from several points of discharge.  

MAXIMUM 
CONCENTRATION 

Means the peak concentration of any characteristic of trade waste that 
may not be exceeded.  

METER Means any meter, automatic sampler, instrument or device for 
indicating, recording or sampling the rate of flow, volume or quality of 
any discharge and any ancillary equipment, devices or fittings used in 
conjunction with these.  

OFFENCE Means an offence against this Bylaw.  

PERMITTED TRADE 
WASTE 

Means any trade waste which is within the classification provided by 
Clause 3.1 of this Bylaw.  

PERSON Means a person or body of persons whether corporate or non corporate, 
a corporation sole and any successor and includes the Crown.  

POINT OF 
DISCHARGE 

Is the boundary between the public wastewater drain and a private drain 
but for the purposes of monitoring, sampling and testing shall be 
designated in the trade waste consent.  

PRE-TREATMENT Means the processing of trade waste and methods and equipment used 
to remove pollutants or adjust flow, temperature or pH thus regulating 
the quality, quantity and rate of discharge prior to the point of discharge.  

PROPHIBITED 
TRADE WASTE 

Means any trade waste which is within the classification provided by 
Clause 3.4 of this Bylaw.  

SCREEN Means a facility used to catch solids prior to the point of discharge.  

WASTEWATER 
SLUDGE 

Means the material settled out and removed from wastewater during the 
treatment process.  

SEWER Means all wastewater pipes, tunnels, manholes, inspection chambers, 
either privately owned or part of a wastewater system.   

STANDARD 
METHODS FOR THE 
EXAMINATION OF 
WATER AND 
WASTEWATER 

Means the latest edition (including the Supplement) as published by the 
American Water Works Association (AWWA) / American Public Health 
Association (APHA). 

STORMWATER Means all surface water run-off resulting from rainfall.  
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STORMWATER 
SYSTEM 

Means any inlets, pipes, channels, ponds, detention or treatment 
systems, outfalls and other related structures owned by or under the 
control of the Council, used for the receiving, treatment or disposal of 
stormwater.  

TANKERED WASTE Is water or other liquid, including waste matter in solution or suspension, 
which is conveyed by vehicle for disposal, excluding Domestic 
Wastewater discharged directly from house buses, caravans, buses or 
similar vehicles.  

TEMPORARY 
DISCHARGE 

Means: 
(a) a discharge of trade waste for an intermittent or short duration; 

or 
(b) a short-term discharge of an unusual waste from an occupier 

with an existing trade waste consent; or 
(c) a discharge of tankered waste to a designated point in the 

wastewater system. 
(d)  

TRADE PREMISES Means: 
(a) any premises used or intended to be used for any industrial or 

trade purpose; or 
(b) any premises used or intended to be used for the storage, 

transfer, treatment, or disposal of waste materials or for other 
waste management purposes, or used for composting organic 
materials; or 

(c) any other premises from which a contaminant is discharged in 
connection with any industrial or trade process; 

(d) any other premise discharging other than domestic wastewater 
of wastewater.  

TRADE WASTE Means:  
(a) any liquid, with or without matter in suspension or solution, that 

is or may be discharged from  trade premises to a wastewater 
system in the course of any trade or industrial process or 
operation, or in the course of any activity or operation of a like 
nature but does not include stormwater, condensing water or 
cooling water. In specific circumstances, this may include 
stormwater, condensing water or cooling water that cannot 
practically be separated from the wastewater which may be 
included in trade waste, subject to the specific approval of the 
Council;  

WASTEWATER Means water or other liquid waste, including wastewater and waste 
matter in solution or suspension, discharged to a wastewater system.  

WASTEWATER 
SYSTEM 

Means all pipelines, sewers, pumping stations, storage tanks, 
wastewater treatment plants, sea outfalls and other related structures 
owned by or under the control of the Council, used for the conveying 
receiving, treatment or disposal of wastewater.  

WATERCARE 
SERVICES LIMITED 
[LTD]  

Means the public entity constituted as a Council Controlled Organisation 
under Section 6 of the Local Government Act 2002.   

WORKING DAY Shall have the meaning given to that term in the Act. 
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3.0 CLASSIFICATION OF TRADE WASTE

  
The Council shall classify trade waste according to the following classifications:  

3.1  Permitted Trade Waste  Low Risk (C)  

Is trade waste where the trade activity and processes produce an acceptable discharge 
comprising the same characteristics as domestic wastewater.  No consent is required for 
permitted trade wastes, but the Council has a right of access to inspect any discharges to 
determine whether a discharge is permitted trade waste.  Schedule 1 contains a non 
exhaustive guide to which trade activities and processes are likely to produce permitted trade 
waste.   

3.2 Controlled Trade Waste  Potential risk if not managed (controlled) (B)  

Is trade waste where the trade waste is not a permitted trade waste, but where the trade 
activity and processes are able to produce an acceptable discharge with characteristics that 
comply with the standards set out in Schedule 5; then Council shall grant a consent 
(controlled trade waste consent) subject to its standard conditions for controlled trade wastes.  
Schedule 2 contains a non exhaustive guide to which trade activities and processes are likely 
to be produce controlled trade waste.    

3.3 Conditional Trade Waste  Potential producer of Trade Waste (conditional) (A)  

Is trade waste where in the opinion of the Council: 
(a) the pollutant load or volumetric discharge exceeds five percent or other pre-

specified input proportion of the total load or discharge received at the Council's 
treatment plant; or 

(b) the trade activity and processes are of such a complexity or size, or employ such 
chemicals, raw materials, or feedstock, that the risks of producing a trade waste 
which is not an acceptable discharge are considered significant by the Council; or 

(c) the discharge contains substances that may at times exceed the concentrations 
provided in Schedule 5; or 

(d) the discharge is a temporary discharge.  

The Council may grant a consent (conditional trade waste consent) to discharge subject to 
specific conditions in addition to the standard conditions. The Council reserves the right to 
decline consent to the discharge.   

3.4  Prohibited Trade Waste  

Is trade waste which has, or is likely to have, any characteristics of a prohibited trade waste 
set out in Schedule 4.  The Council shall not grant consent for the discharge of prohibited 
trade waste.    

4.0 REQUIREMENTS FOR TRADE WASTE DISCHARGES

  

4.1 Discharges to a Council Wastewater System  

(a)  No person or occupier shall discharge or cause to be discharged to a wastewater 
system, any trade waste, other than permitted trade waste, unless they have a 
consent to discharge that trade waste and such discharge is in accordance with 
any conditions set out in that consent. 

(b)  No person or occupier shall discharge any prohibited trade waste to a wastewater 
system. 

(c)  No person or occupier on any premises shall dispose of or cause to be disposed 
any trade waste, other than tankered waste [see section 10.4], in a way that 
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causes that trade waste to be discharged off the premises to land or water outside 
the premises.    

(d)  The occupier of trade premises may discharge permitted trade waste to a 
wastewater system without the need for a consent to do so.   

4.2 Hazardous material  

4.2.1 No person or occupier shall store, transport, handle or use, or cause to be stored, 
transported, handled or used any hazardous material in a way which may cause the material 
to enter a wastewater system or stormwater system or to be discharged off the premises to 
land or water outside the premises.  

   
4.2.2  The person or occupier shall take all reasonable steps to prevent hazardous materials 

entering a wastewater system or stormwater system or from being discharged from the 
premises to land or water outside the premises.  

Such steps shall include, but are not limited to, the provision by the occupier of: 
(a) bunding around all tank and drum storage areas on the premises, including 

smaller outdoor storage areas with low nib walls to prevent stormwater entering 
into the storage areas; and 

(b) secondary containment around potential sources of leaks, such as valves, flanges, 
etc. 

4.3 Any person who carries out the authorised off-site disposal of any hazardous materials must 
make records of such disposal available for inspection by the Council or an Authorised 
Officer.  

4.4 In addition to any requirement in this Bylaw, the occupier must comply with requirements of 
the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 and Regulations and the Resource 
Management Act 1991.  

4.5 Accidents and non compliance  

4.5.1 The occupier and/or person discharging shall inform the Council immediately on discovery of 
any accident including spills or process mishaps which may cause a breach of this bylaw.  

4.5.2 In the event of any accident occurring when the person holds a conditional consent, then the 
Council may review the consent under clause 9.5 or may require the consent holder, within 20 
working days of the date such requirement is notified in writing, to review the contingent 
management procedures and resubmit for approval the management plan with the council  

     
4.5.3 In the event of an accident occurring on the premises of a permitted discharge the Council 

may require the person discharging to apply for a conditional consent.  

4.6       Removal by the council of works executed contrary to the bylaw  

4.6.1  The Council or an Authorised Officer may at its discretion exercise the powers in section 11.0 
Chapter 1 Bylaw Administration of General Bylaw 1998 and upon giving notice to the 
occupier remove or alter any work or thing that is, or has been, constructed in breach of this 
Bylaw, and may recover on demand the full costs of removal or alteration from the occupier 
or other person who committed the breach.  

4.6.2 Upon giving notice to the occupier, the Council or an Authorised Officer may repair any 
damage to the wastewater system or stormwater system caused by the discharge of trade 
waste that fails to comply with the conditions of a trade waste consent or is otherwise in 
breach of this Bylaw, and may recover on demand the full costs of repair from the occupier or 
other person who committed the breach.  

4.6.3 No occupier shall claim payment or compensation from the Council for the exclusion of trade 
waste due to the Council undertaking any examination, alteration, repair or maintenance of 
the wastewater system or stormwater system.     
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5.0 DILUTION OF TRADE WASTE

  
5.1 No person or occupier shall (unless authorised to do so by the Council) add, or permit the 

addition of, any water whatsoever to any waste stream solely to vary any characteristic of the 
waste stream.  

5.2 No person or occupier shall add or permit the addition of condensing or cooling water to any 
wastewater unless specific approval is given in a consent.  

5.3 No person or occupier shall add or permit the addition of stormwater to any wastewater 
unless:  

(a) the area from which the stormwater originates is part of trade premises and is 
included in any trade waste consent and appropriate detention or treatment 
devices are in place and maintained in accordance with the trade waste consent; or  

(b) prior written approval has been obtained from the Council or an Authorised Officer.  

6.0 OFFENCES

  

6.1 Any breach of this Bylaw constitutes an offence pursuant to section 239 of the Local 
Government Act 2002.  

6.2 Any person or occupier not complying with Clauses 4.1 (a), (b), or (c), 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 
5.1, 5.2, 5.3, or with any requirement made under Clauses 4.7, 4.8 or 4.9 or with any other 
provision of this Bylaw, commits an offence under section 239 of the Local Government Act 
2002 and is liable on summary conviction to a fine under section 242(5) of the Act, not 
exceeding $200,000.  

6.3     Breaches of this bylaw shall be Infringement Offences as may be scheduled under section 
259(b) of the Act.  

7.0 CONSENTING OF TRADE WASTE DISCHARGES NOT OTHERWISE PERMITTED

  

7.1 Any occupier of trade premises who wishes to: 

(c) discharge any trade waste, other than permitted trade waste, into a wastewater 
system; and/or 

(d) vary the characteristics of a discharge in respect of which a consent has previously 
been granted; and/or 

(e) have altered the conditions of a consent for a trade waste discharge previously 
granted; and/or 

(f) make any batch discharge of trade waste;    
(g) shall make application to do so in a manner prescribed by the Council.    

7.2 Every person or occupier shall ensure that an application made under Clause 7.1 is 
accompanied by such additional information as the Council may require in order to identify the 
characteristics of trade waste on the premises and the manner in which that trade waste is to 
be disposed of.  

7.3  In cases where the Council considers that the trade waste to be discharged pursuant to any 
consent is conditional trade waste, the applicant shall be required to submit:  

(a) a Discharge Management Plan; and/or 

(b) an Environmental Management Plan; and/or 

(c) an Emergency Management Plan.     

7.4  In cases where the Council requires additional information, in relation to any application, it 
may require, at the cost of the occupier:  

(a)  the application to be supported by an independent audit to verify any or all 
information supplied by the occupier; and/or  
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(b)  the trade waste discharge to be investigated and analysed as provided for in 
Section 10 of this Bylaw.    

7.5 Where any trade premises has separate points of discharge from more than one area, any 
application for a trade waste consent shall be accompanied by a separate description of the 
trade waste to be discharged from each area and the Council may require a separate 
application for consent to discharge trade waste from each point of discharge. This 
requirement shall apply whether or not the areas are part of one or separate processes.      

7.6 Every application made under Clause 7.1 shall be accompanied by a trade waste  
consent application fee set in accordance with the Council s current scale of fees.  

7.7  The Council shall acknowledge any application made under this bylaw and set out any 
requirements for further information, within 10 working days of receipt of the occupier s 
application and application fees.  The Council has no obligation to consider an application that 
is not accompanied by the suitable application fee.   

7.8 The Council shall, within 20 working days of receipt of an application under this Bylaw or from 
the day of receipt of such additional information as it may have required, whichever is the 
later, and after considering the matters set out in Section 8.0 of this Bylaw, do one of the 
following and notify the occupier of its decision:  

(a) grant the application and issue an controlled trade waste consent; or 

(b) grant the application as a conditional trade waste consent, subject to conditions 
that it intends to impose on the trade waste discharge; or  

(c) refuse to grant consent and provide the occupier with its reasons for doing so; or 

(d) alter the conditions of a consent for a trade waste discharge previously granted.  

7.9 The Council or an Authorised Officer may, at its discretion, deal with the owner of trade 
premises instead of the occupier, and this Bylaw shall apply to such an owner as if references 
to occupier were to owner.  

7.10 The occupier shall ensure that the application and every other document conveying required 
information is accurate and properly executed.  

8.0 MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION WHEN PROCESSING AN APPLICATION

  

8.1 In considering an application for a trade waste consent, and in imposing any conditions on 
such a consent, the Council shall consider the quality, volume and rate of discharge of the 
trade waste from the trade premises (either on its own or in combination with other discharges 
of trade waste to the system) in relation to:  

(a) the health and safety of any person including Council staff; 
(b) the health and safety of the public; 
(c) the limits or maximum values for characteristics of trade waste as set out in 

Schedules 4 and 5 of this Bylaw; 
(d) the extent to which the trade waste may react with other trade waste or domestic 

wastewater to produce an undesirable or hazardous effect; 
(e) the flows and velocities in any sewer and the material or construction of any 

sewer; 
(f) the capacity of any sewer or wastewater treatment system; 
(g) the nature of any wastewater treatment process and the degree to which the 

trade waste is capable of being treated in a wastewater treatment system; 
(h) any statutory requirements (including compliance with any resource consent or 

relevant receiving water quality guidelines) relating to the treatment or disposal 
of raw or treated wastewater or wastewater sludge to receiving environments, 
including water, land or air environments; 

(i) other existing or likely future discharges; and 
(j) the capacity of the premises and equipment on those premises to meet consent 

conditions; and the extent to which the applicant has adopted or is able to adopt 
cleaner production techniques. 

(k) Any other matter that the Council considers relevant. 
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8.2  In considering an application for a trade waste consent, the Council shall consider ways in 
which the volume or rate of discharge of trade waste on the premises may be reduced, or the 
quality of trade waste on the premises may be altered (including cleaner production practices) 
or ways in which trade waste may be disposed of other than to a Council wastewater system 
and may either:  

(a) impose conditions on a consent requiring the reduction in volume or change in 
character of trade waste before it is discharged to a wastewater system; and or 

(b) require disposal of trade waste (whether or not it is prohibited trade waste) to a 
place other than a Council wastewater system.     

8.3 In considering an application for a trade waste consent the Council may also take into 
account any mass limits, set from time to time, that apply to any wastewater system, and in so 
doing may consider:  

(a) conditions in the wastewater system, near the trade waste discharge point and 
elsewhere in the wastewater system; 

(b)  whether or not there is any net benefit to be gained by the increase of one 
characteristic of trade waste concurrently with the decrease of another 
characteristic; 

(c)  any requirement on the Council to reduce the characteristic of any discharge 
from the wastewater system to the environment and the Council s ability to meet 
those requirements; 

(d)  the total mass of the characteristic of trade waste allowable in the wastewater 
system and the proportion if any to be reserved for future allocations; and 

(e)  whether or not there is an interaction with other characteristics of trade waste 
which increases or decreases the effect of either characteristic on the 
wastewater system or receiving environment.   

8.4 In considering an application for a trade waste consent and in imposing conditions on that 
consent, the Council shall consider any relevant existing planning documents, in particular 
any Discharge Management Plan, Environmental Management Plan or Emergency 
Management Plan.  

9.0 CONDITIONS OF CONSENT

  

9.1 In granting any consent or alteration under Clauses 7.8(a), 7.8(b) or 7.8(d) of this Bylaw, for 
any trade waste which is classified as controlled trade waste (B), that consent shall comply 
with the limits set out in Schedule 5.  

9.2 In granting any consent or alteration under Clauses 7.8(a), 7.8(b) or 7.8(d) of this Bylaw, for 
any trade waste which is classified as controlled trade waste (B) or, conditional trade waste 
(A) that consent shall be subject to some or all of the limits set out in Schedule 5 and to such 
special conditions as the Council may impose, including but not limited to:  

(a) the particular sewer  or sewers to which the trade waste may be discharged; 
(b) the maximum daily volume of the discharge and the maximum rate of 

discharge and the duration of maximum discharge; 
(c) the maximum limit or permissible range of any specified characteristics of the 

trade waste discharge including mass limits and maximum concentrations; 
(d) the period or periods of the day during which the discharge or a particular 

concentration or volume of discharge may be made; 
(e) the degree of acidity or alkalinity of the discharge at the time of discharge; 
(f) the temperature of the trade waste at the time of discharge; 
(g) the provision by the occupier, at the cost to the occupier, of appropriate 

screens, grease traps, silt traps or other partial or preliminary pre-treatment 
process, equipment or storage facilities designed to regulate the quality, 
quantity and rate of discharge or other characteristics of trade wastes prior to 
the point of discharge;  

(h) the frequency at which any equipment required under Clause 9.2(g)must be 
maintained and cleaned, including a requirement that documentation for the 
removal of concentrated wastes from the trade premises are available for 
sighting by the Council or an Authorised Officer to ensure that pre-treatment 
devices are managed efficiently; 
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(i) the provision and maintenance at the occupiers expense of inspection 
chambers, manholes or other apparatus or devices to provide reasonable 
access to private wastewater pipelines for sampling and inspection; 

(j)  process improvements which reduce the levels of controlled substances in 
trade waste streams; 

(k) the method to be used for measuring flow rates and taking samples of the 
discharge for use in determining the amount of any trade waste charges 
applicable to that discharge; 

(l) the implementation of any Discharge Management Plan, Environmental 
Management Plan or Emergency Management Plan;  

(m) the frequency of inspections by the Council or an Authorised Officer of records 
of off-site disposal of hazardous materials, and time limits for the provision of 
this information, in accordance with Clause 4.5 of the Bylaw; 

(n) the occupier s use of third parties for treatment, carriage, discharge and 
disposal of hazardous materials and by-products of pre-treatment of trade 
wastes; 

(o) the indemnification of the Council by the occupier against claims for damage or 
loss arising from the occupier s discharge or interruptions to the discharge; 

(p) the provision of a bond or insurance in favour of the Council where failure to 
comply with the consent could result in damage to the wastewater system or 
could result in the Council being in breach of any statutory obligation; 

(q) any other conditions the Council considers appropriate.  

9.3 In granting any consent or alteration under Clauses 7.8(a), 7.8(b) or 7.8(d) of this Bylaw, for 
any trade waste which is classified as conditional trade waste (A), conditions requiring flow 
metering of trade waste shall be imposed:  

(a) where there is no reasonable relationship between a metered water supply to 
the premises and the discharge of trade waste;  

(b) when the occupier and the Council cannot agree on a suitable method of trade 
waste flow estimation;  

(c) in any other case where the Council determines that flow metering is necessary.  

9.4 Trade waste consents granted under this bylaw shall expire at the end of a term fixed by the 
Council subject to the following:  

(a) Trade waste consents may be given for a term not exceeding 10 years to an 
occupier who at the time of application satisfies the Council that:  

i. the nature of the trade activity, or the design and/or management of the 
premises are such that the occupier has a demonstrated ability to meet 
the conditions of the trade waste consent during its term, or 

ii. cleaner production techniques are successfully being utilised, or that a 
responsible investment in cleaner production equipment or techniques is 
being made, or 

iii. significant investment in pre-treatment facilities has been made, such 
that a long period of certainty for the amortising of this investment is 
considered reasonable.  

(b) In all other cases the term of the trade waste consent shall not exceed 5 years.  

9.5 The Council may at any time during the term of a trade waste consent, by written notice to the 
occupier, vary any condition to the extent that the Council considers necessary or desirable, 
including to:  

(a) address any change in the nature, quality or characteristics of the discharge; 
(b) address any change in the wastewater system; 
(c) meet any resource consent or condition imposed on the discharge from any of 

the Council s treatment plants; 
(d) meet any other legal requirement imposed on the Council; or 
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(e) address any new information that may have become available since granting 
the consent.  

9.6  The holder of a trade waste consent may seek to vary any condition or characteristic of 
consent by written application to the Council in accordance with Section 7.0 of this Bylaw.  

9.7  The holder of any trade waste consent shall display that consent at or near the main entrance 
to the premises in a conspicuous position.   

10.0  MONITORING OF COMPLIANCE WITH CONSENTS

  
10.1  Flow Metering  

10.1.1 In cases where flow metering of any trade waste discharge is required as a condition of   
consent granted under this Bylaw:   

(a) The consent holder shall be responsible at the consent holder s expense, for 
the supply, installation and maintenance of any meter or devices as may be 
required by the Council to measure the volume or flow rate of any trade waste 
being discharged from the premises and for the testing of such meters and of 
such services (whether electrical, water supply compressed air or other 
services) which may be required in order to operate meters and similar devices. 

(b) Any flow meter or device shall be subject to the approval of the Council but shall 
remain the property of the consent holder.

  

(c) Measurement of flow shall be required to be carried out by or on behalf of the 
consent holder in accordance with BS 3680: Part 11A, BS 3680: Part 11B and 
BS 5728: Part 3. 

(d) Records of flow and or volume shall be available for viewing at any time by the 
Council for purposes of audit. 

(e) Flow metres shall be readily accessible for reading and maintenance and as 
close as practicable to the point of discharge. 

(f) The consent holder shall arrange for calibration of flow metering equipment and 
instrumentation in accordance with NZS 10012: Part 1 upon installation and at 
least once a year thereafter to ensure performance within +/- 10% of its reading. 
A copy of independent certification of each calibration result shall be submitted 
to the Council.  

10.1.2 When any flow meter, after being calibrated, is found to register a greater or lesser discharge 
than the quantity actually discharged, the Council may make an adjustment in accordance 
with the results shown by such tests backdated for a period, at the discretion of the Council, 
but not exceeding a period of 12 months, and the consent holder shall pay a greater or lesser 
amount of trade waste discharges according to such adjustment  

10.2 Discharge Estimation  

10.2.1 Where flow metering of any trade waste discharge is required as a condition of consent 
granted under this Bylaw and any flow meter is out of repair or ceases to register or is 
removed, the Council shall estimate the discharge for the period since the previous reading of 
such flow meter based on:  

(a) the average of the previous 4 (if available) billing periods charged to the 
consent holder; or  

(b) any other reasonable factors where it can be shown by the consent holder that 
estimation based on the method in (a) above would be unreasonable.    

10.2.2 Where a flow meter has been tampered with the Council (without prejudice to other remedies 
available) may declare the reading void and estimate the discharge as provided in Clause 
10.2.1.  

10.2.3  Where no flow meter or similar device is required as a condition of consent granted under this 
Bylaw, the Council may estimate the discharge of trade waste on the following basis:  
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(a) the volume of water supplied to the trade premises, taking into account the 
proportion of that volume which is estimated to be discharged to the wastewater 
system; or 

(b) the characteristic of the discharge measured at a previous time during similar 
operating conditions; or 

(c) the characteristic measured during the immediately preceding charging period.   

10.3 Monitoring and Sampling  

10.3.1 Where monitoring of any trade waste discharge is required as a condition of consent granted 
under this Bylaw, to ensure compliance with the conditions of consent, the Council:  

(a) shall require the consent holder to monitor the discharge of the trade waste; 

and  

(b) the Council may independently monitor the discharge of trade waste.    

10.3.2 For the purposes of monitoring any trade waste discharge, sampling shall be undertaken:  

(a)  in accordance with the procedure contained in Schedule 9 of this Bylaw or such 
other procedure designed in accordance with BS 6068: Section 6.10 or NZS 
5667-10 or any standard that succeeds it; and  

(b) by an Authorised Officer or an independent anaIyst appointed by the Council or 
nominated by the consent holder and approved in writing by the Council.   

10.3.3 The consent holder shall provide to the Council or an Authorised Officer with the results of 
any sampling, analysis, flow measurements or other monitoring requirements such as pre-
treatment system maintenance as required by the Council.  

10.3.4 In any case of non-compliance with the conditions of consent, or where an anomalous result 
is obtained, the results of the analysis shall be reported to the Council or an Authorised 
Officer as soon as is practicable and in all cases within one working day.  

10.3.5 For the purposes of monitoring any trade waste discharge, analysis shall be undertaken:  

(a) In accordance with methods or procedures validated against the "Standard 
Methods for the Examination of Water and Waste Water   or by such alternative 
method or procedure agreed in writing between the consent holder and the 
Council; and  

(b) by a laboratory accredited for the purpose or an alternative laboratory approved 
in writing by the Council.   

10.3.6 An consent holder may request that any independent sample taken by the Council under 
Clause 10.3.2(b) shall be divided into 3 equal parts and that one part be delivered within 24 
hours of completion of sampling to each of:  

(a) the consent holder; and 

(b) an Authorised Officer of the Council or approved laboratory for analysis; 

(c) an approved alternative laboratory for retention for a period of 20 working days 
from the date of receipt, in a manner which preserves as far as reasonably 
possible the characteristics of the sample.  

10.3.7 Where a dispute arises as to the validity of the methods or procedures used for compliance 
sampling or analysis under Clause 10.3.6, the dispute shall be submitted to a mutually agreed 
independent expert.  In the event that the parties cannot agree to appoint an independent 
expert within 5 working days, the dispute shall be submitted to an independent expert 
nominated by the Chief Executive of the Council.  The expert's ruling shall be final.  

10.3.8 In cases where a dispute is submitted to an arbitrator, each party shall bear their own costs 
and contribute equally to the costs of an arbitrator.  
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10.4 Tankered wastes  

10.4.1 Tankered wastes shall not be discharged into the public wastewater system by any person or 
consent holder not compliant with the Liquid and Hazardous Wastes Code of Practice.  The 
Council may accept tankered waste for discharge at an Approved Location;   

No tankered waste generated outside the district may be discharged into the Council s 
wastewater system.     

10.4.2 Tankered wastes shall:  

(a) be transported by a consent holder to discharge domestic septic tank or 
industrial wastes; and 

(b) have material safety data sheets [MSDS] supplied to the Council detailing the 
contents of a waste; and 

(c) be tested to determine their character if the contents of the waste are not 
known. Specialist advice on pre-treatment or acceptance may be required. The 
cost of testing and advice shall be borne by the Consent holder; and 

(d) not be picked up and transported to the disposal site until appropriate 
arrangements and method of disposal have been determined by the Council; 
and 

(e) to prevent cross contamination between tanker loads, the tanker shall be 
thoroughly washed prior to collecting a load or disposal into the wastewater 
system; and 

(f) have 24 hours notice given for the disposal of wastes other than those sourced 
form domestic septic tanks.  

10.4.3 Any person illegally disposing of, causing to be disposed, tankered waste either by incorrect 
disclosure of contents [characteristics and/or amount] or dumping in to the Council s 
wastewater system other than the prescribed location shall be in breach of the bylaw.   

10.5  Dechlorination   

Any water used during the repair, construction, or use of water mains or swimming pools 
shall be de-chlorinated prior to discharge into the wastewater system. Application for a 
Temporary Discharge Consent shall be made. Such water shall not be disposed of to a 
stormwater or adjacent watercourse without appropriate approvals.  

11.0  CHARGES 

  

11.1  In accordance with sections 150 and 151 of the Act the Council may from time to time, using 
the procedures required by the Act, fix administrative charges payable by occupiers of trade 
premises connected to a Council wastewater system for the purposes of administering this 
Bylaw, administering trade waste consent applications and consents granted under this 
Bylaw.  

11.2 The Council may from time to time, using the Special Consultative Procedures under Section 
83 of the Local Government Act 2002, fix charges for the receiving, treatment and disposal of 
trade waste by or on behalf of the Council.   

11.3 The consent holder shall be liable to pay all fees and charges determined by the Council 
under Clauses 11.1 and 11.2, and in accordance with the methods and categories set out in 
Schedule 7, for the discharge of trade wastes and any related material.    

11.4 Charges may relate to the following matters:  

(a) Uniform Annual Charges:  an annual management fee to cover the Council s   
costs associated with:  

i. administration; 

ii. compliance monitoring; 

iii. inspection of premises; 
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(b) volume of flow; 
(c) load-based charges for certain pollutants; 
(d) providing the facilities to receive, treat, reuse and dispose of trade     

waste; 
(e)  any other activities required to achieve the purpose of this Bylaw; 
(f) an environmental charge applicable across all trade premises connected to the 

wastewater system, to be used for public education and awareness building on 
water related issues including potential risks associated with the disposal of 
potentially hazardous substances into the waste water and stormwater 
systems.  

11.5 If the trade waste discharge requires consent for a conditional discharge, a method of 
calculating charges, wastewater flow, and pollutant loads will be determined by the Council in 
granting such consent in accordance with Schedule 7 of this Bylaw. 

11.6 The Council may make charges for related services, including charges for, but not limited to, 
administration, compliance monitoring, inspection of premises, and non-compliance re-
inspection. 

11.7 The occupier shall be deemed to be continuing the discharge of trade waste and shall be 
liable for all charges, until such time as the consent is transferred, cancelled or terminated in 
accordance with Clauses 12.2 and 12.3 of this Bylaw.   

12.0 MISCELLANEOUS

  

12.1 Authorised Officers  

12.1.1 An Authorised Officer shall possess and display, on demand, formal proof of identification as 
an Authorised Officer of the Council.  

12.1.2 An Authorised Officer may, at any reasonable time, enter any premises believed to be 
discharging trade waste during normal working hours or while the premises are in operation, 
in order to determine any characteristics of any trade waste discharge, for the purpose of:   

i.  taking, readings and measurements;  

ii.  taking samples of any solid, liquid or gaseous material or any combination of such 
materials being discharged.   

12.2 Transfer or Termination of Rights and Responsibilities  

12.2.1 A trade waste consent granted under this Bylaw, shall be issued in the name of the occupier 
and the occupier named in any consent shall not, without the written approval of the Council:  

(a) transfer to any other party the rights and responsibilities provided for under this 
Bylaw or any consent;  

(b) allow trade waste, wastewater or water from any other premises to be 
discharged through the occupiers to any sewer or wastewater system.  

12.2.2 A consent holder may transfer a trade waste consent granted under this Bylaw upon 
application to the Council.  A transfer may be granted upon the change of ownership of any 
business or premises, if the characteristics of the trade waste authorised for discharge under 
that trade waste consent, are to remain unchanged.  The Council retains the right to refuse 
such a transfer and to seek information at the consent holder s expense, in assessing the 
possibility of a transfer of consent.  

12.3 Cancellation  

12.3.1 The Council or an Authorised Officer may at any time, and after giving written notice to the 
occupier to do so, summarily cancel a trade waste consent granted under this Bylaw if:  

(a) the occupier discharges any trade waste unlawfully and in the opinion of the 
Council or an Authorised Officer, causes damage to any part of the wastewater 
system or danger to the health and safety of any person; or  
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(b) discharges any prohibited substance; or 
(c) breaches the Council s wastewater discharge consents.  

12.3.2 The Council or an Authorised Officer may, on giving the occupier 20 working days notice of its 
intention to do so, cancel any trade waste consent granted under this Bylaw if:  

(a) the occupier fails to comply with any condition of that consent; or 
(b) the occupier fails to maintain effective control over any trade waste discharge; or  
(c) the occupier fails to comply with any provision of this Bylaw; or 
(d) the occupier fails to pay any fees or charges required under this Bylaw; or 
(e) the Council is of the opinion that circumstances exist which make it necessary in 

the public interest to cancel that consent; or    
(f) any negligence of the occupier which, in the opinion of the Council, threatens 

the safety of, or threatens to cause damage to any part of the wastewater 
system or the treatment plant or threatens the health or safety of any person.  

12.3.3 The cancellation of any consent under Clauses 12.3.1 and 12.3.2 of this Bylaw, shall not 
diminish from the powers in Clause 6 where any person or occupier commits an offence.  

12.3.4 If a consent holder ceases to occupy the premises for which a trade waste consent is held, 
the trade waste consent shall be at an end unless transferred in accordance with Clause 12.2 
of this Bylaw.  

12.3.5 Where for any reason a trade waste consent comes to an end, the consent holder shall, if 
requested by the Council or an Authorised Officer, immediately disconnect the pipes and 
equipment used to discharge trade waste.  Such disconnection shall be at the consent 
holder s expense and to the satisfaction of the Council.  If the consent holder fails to comply 
with any such request the Council or an Authorised Officer may at its discretion, and at the 
consent holder s expense, access the premises and carry out such works as it considers 
necessary to prevent the further discharge of trade waste to the wastewater system.  

12.3.6 An occupier shall give 48 hours notice in writing to the Council or an Authorised Officer of its 
requirement for disconnection of the point of discharge from the wastewater system or 
termination of the trade waste consent, except where demolition or re-laying of the discharge 
drain is required, in which case 7 working days notice shall be given.  The occupier shall 
notify the Council or an Authorised Officer of any new address details for final invoicing.  

12.4 Review of Decisions  

12.4.1 If any occupier is dissatisfied with any decision of an Authorised Officer, made under this 
Bylaw, that person may within 10 working days of the date on which the decision was served 
on that occupier, request in writing that the Council review that decision.  

12.4.2 Upon receiving such a request, the decision of the Authorised Officer, other than a decision to 
summarily cancel a consent under Clause 12.3.1, shall be suspended provided that the 
occupier shall comply in all other respects with the provisions of this Bylaw and the conditions 
of any consent granted under this Bylaw.  

12.4.3 The Council shall review the decision of the Authorised Officer within 10 working days of 
receiving a request under Clause 12.4.1 and shall advise the occupier of that decision in 
writing.  

12.4.4   Any such decision shall be final.  

12.5 Service of Documents  

12.5.1 Any notice or other document (other than an infringement notice issued under section 245 of 
the Local Government Act 2002), required to be given, served or delivered under this Bylaw 
to an occupier (in addition to any other method permitted in Law) shall be given, served or 
delivered by registered post to:  

(a) the occupier of the trade premises at the occupier s last known place of 
residence or business; or 
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(b) the occupier of the trade premises at any address for service set out in a trade 
waste discharge consent; or 

(c) in the case of an occupier which is a corporate body, its registered office.    

12.5.2 Any notice or other document described in Clause 12.5.1 shall be deemed to have been 
served upon the occupier if it is left in a conspicuous place at the trade premises or is handed 
to an employee of the occupier at the trade premises.  

12.5.3 Any notice or other document described in Clause 12.5.1 that is served by post shall be 
deemed to have been served upon the occupier one day after the date of posting.  

12.5.4 Any notice or other document required to be given, served or delivered under this Bylaw, shall 
be signed by an Authorised Officer.  

12.6 Trade Waste Agreements  

12.6.1 The Council may, at any time and at its complete discretion, enter into a written agreement for 
the discharge and reception of trade wastes with any occupier.  Any such agreement may be 
made in addition to or in place of a trade waste consent and the trade waste agreement and 
its terms shall have the same force as if the agreement was a consent issued under this 
Bylaw.  

12.6.2 Subject to Clauses 12.6.3 and 12.6.4 of this Bylaw, every duly executed agreement for the 
discharge and reception of trade waste between an occupier and the Council existing at the 
date this Bylaw comes into force shall continue in force on the same terms and conditions as 
if the agreement was a consent issued under this Bylaw.  

12.6.3 Where an existing trade waste agreement is silent as to its term, that agreement shall be 
terminable on six months written notice by the Council and the occupier shall thereafter be 
required to apply for a trade waste consent in accordance with this Bylaw.  

12.6.4 Where, in the opinion of the Council, an existing trade waste agreement does not incorporate 
adequate sampling or monitoring or charging provisions, the Council may impose additional 
requirements in accordance with Section 10 of this Bylaw by written notice to the occupier.  
The occupier shall comply with any such requirements within a reasonable timeframe to be 
set by the Council at its discretion. 
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SCHEDULE 1

  
PERMITTED TRADE WASTE    

Permitted Trade Waste is trade waste complying with the classification of trade waste in Clause 3.1 of 
this Bylaw.   

As a guide and not exhaustive, the following types of activities will be regarded and are included as 
activities producing Permitted Trade Waste:  

 

Churches (without catering facilities) 

 

General Retail 

 

Hotels and motels (without catering facilities or restaurant) 

 

Offices 

 

Schools, polytechnics, universities (excluding those with laboratories)  

The classification of individual premises will however depend on an analysis and classification under 
Clause 3 of this Bylaw.  

A discharge from any trade premises including the types of premises listed in this Schedule, of more 
than 20 cubic metres per day, will render those premises Conditional Trade Waste premises.   
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SCHEDULE 2

  
CONTROLLED TRADE WASTE    

Controlled Trade Waste is trade waste complying with the classification of trade waste in Clause 3.2 
of this Bylaw and complying with the standards set out in Schedule 5.    

As a guide and not exhaustive, the following types of activities will be regarded and are included as 
activities producing Controlled Trade Waste:  

 

Bakeries 

 

Car wash 

 

Churches (with catering facilities) 

 

Clothing manufacture 

 

Dentists 

 

Doctors surgeries 

 

Dry Cleaners 

 

Laundries 

 

Laundromats 

 

Marae 

 

Mechanical workshops/service stations 

 

Mortuaries 

 

Photo processors (modular units only) 

 

Pizza outlets 

 

Radiologists 

 

Restaurants/cafes (excluding those with commercial wastemasters) 

 

Retail butchers and fishmongers (excluding those with commercial wastemasters) 

 

Retirement villages/Rest homes 

 

Roast Meals 

 

Schools, polytechnics, universities (with laboratories) 

 

Sushi outlets 

 

Take away premises 

 

Veterinary Practices   

The classification of individual premises will however depend on an analysis and classification under 
Clause 3 of this Bylaw.  

A discharge from any trade premises including the types of premises listed in this Schedule, of more 
than 20 cubic metres per day, will render those premises Conditional Trade Waste premises.  
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SCHEDULE 3

  
CONDITIONAL TRADE WASTE    

Conditional Trade Waste is trade waste complying with the classification of trade waste in Clause 3.3 
of this Bylaw and complying with the standards set out in Schedule 5.    

As a guide and not exhaustive, the following types of activities will be regarded and are included as 
activities producing Conditional Trade Waste:  

 

Beverage manufacture 

 

Car grooming 

 

Concrete batching plants 

 

Dairy products processing 

 

Electroplaters 

 

Footwear manufacture 

 

Footwear manufacture 

 

Foundries 

 

Galvanizers 

 

Hospitals 

 

Landfill (leachate discharge) 

 

Manufacturing of chemicals, and of chemical, petroleum, coal, rubber and plastic 

products 

 

Manufacturing of clay, glass, plaster, masonry, asbestos, and related mineral products 

 

Manufacturing of fabricated metal products, machinery and equipment 

 

Manufacturing of fertiliser 

 

Manufacturing of paper and paper products 

 

Manufacturing of paper and paper products 

 

Meat, fish and shellfish processing 

 

Metal surfacing 

 

Photo and medical laboratories 

 

Premises with commercial wastemasters 

 

Printers 

 

Scientific laboratories 

 

Spray painting facilities 

 

Stock sale yards 

 

Tanneries and leather finishings 

 

Textile fibre and textile processing 

 

Truck wash facilities 

 

Waste management processors  

The classification of individual premises will however depend on an analysis and classification under 
Clause 3 of this Bylaw.  
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SCHEDULE 4

  
PROHIBITED TRADE WASTE    

Prohibited Trade Waste is trade waste within the classification of trade waste in Clause 3.4 of this 
Bylaw and having any of the Prohibited Characteristics set out below.  Prohibited characteristics are 
present if their concentration exceeds background levels.  The background level in relation to any 
substance means the extent to which that substance is present (if at all) in the public water supply 
used on the trade premises, or in any other water supply that is approved by the Council for the 
purpose of discharging waste.  

PROHIBITED CHARACTERISTICS  

(a) Any discharge has prohibited characteristics if it has any solid liquor or gaseous matters 
or any combination or mixture of such matters which by themselves or in combination 
with any other matters will immediately or in the course of time:  

(i) interfere with the free flow of wastewater in the wastewater system; or  
damage any part of the wastewater system; or 

(iii) in any way, directly or indirectly, cause the quality of the effluent or residual or 
biosolids and other solids from any wastewater treatment plant in the catchment to 
which the waste was discharged to breach the conditions of a consent issued 
under the Resource Management Act 1991, or water right, permit or other 
governing legislation; or  

(iv) prejudice the occupational health and safety of sewerage workers; or 
(v) after treatment be toxic to fish, animal or plant life in the receiving waters; or 
(vi) cause malodorous gases or substances that cause the discharge of any 

wastewater treatment plant to receiving waters to be coloured.  

(b) A discharge has a prohibited characteristic if it has any amount of:  

(i) harmful solids, including dry solid wastes and materials which combine with water 
to form a cemented mass; or 

(ii) liquid, solid or gas which could be flammable or explosive in the wastes, including 
oil, fuel, solvents (except as allowed for in Schedule 1), calcium carbide and any 
other material which is capable of giving rise to fire or explosion hazards either 
spontaneously or in combination with wastewater; or 

(iii) asbestos; or 
(iv) the following organo-metal compounds:  

- Tin (as tributyl and other organotin compounds); or 
- Chromium (as organic compounds); or 

(v) genetic wastes, being all wastes that contain or are likely to contain genetically 
altered material from premises where the genetic alteration of any material is 
conducted; or 

(vi) any health care wastes covered by NZS 4304 or any pathological or histological 
wastes; or 

(vii) radioactivity levels in excess of national radiation laboratory guidelines; or 
(viii)   solid  wastes, including dry solid wastes, converted to liquid waste [from food 

waste disposers] unless the conversion is an integral part of the manufacturing 
process of he company; or 

 (ix)      organochlorine pesticides. 
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SCHEDULE 5

  
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE LIST   

This Schedule sets the standards for compliance for any trade waste discharged to a wastewater 
system.   

Parameter Limits 
 mg/l 

Reasons 

Ammonia  

- ammonium salts 200 

- free ammonia 50 

High ammonia may endanger

 

sewer workers, 
significantly contribute to the nutrient loading 
on the receiving environment. 

Anionic Surfactants -  As mg/l 
methylene blue active substance 
(MBAS) 

500 

MBAS is a measure of anionic surfactants. 
High MBAS can adversely affect the 
efficiency of activated sludge plants, cause 
foaming and impair the aesthetics of the 
receiving waters. 

Boron 25 Boron is not removed by conventional 
wastewater treatment. 

Bromine as Br2 5 High concentrations could affect the health 
and safety of sewer workers. 

Bio-chemical Oxygen Demand (BOD5) 1000 High concentrations of BOD can overload 
treatment plants 

Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) 2000 High COD can overload treatment plants 

Chlorine   

- Cl2 free chlorine 5 

- hypochlorite 10 

Free chlorine can endanger sewer workers, 
cause corrosion of the wastewater collection 
system. 

Cyanide as CN- 3 Cyanide can produce toxic atmospheres in 
the sewer and can endanger sewer workers. 

Fluoride as F- 20 Fluoride is not removed by conventional 
wastewater treatment. 

Kjeldahl nitrogen 500 
High Kjeldahl nitrogen may significantly 
contribute to the nutrient load discharged to 
the receiving environment. 

Magnesium as Mg  Magnesium salts are corrosive to concrete 
sewers. 

Oil & Grease 100 

Oils and grease can cause sewer blockages, 
may adversely affect the treatment process.  
It should be ensured that proper separation 
systems are being used. 

pH (units) 6.0 to 10.0

 

Extremes of pH can: adversely affect 
biological treatment processes, endanger 
sewer workers and the collection system, 
cause corrosion of sewer structures, increase 
the potential for the release of sulphide. 

Sulphate as SO4
2- 200 

Sulphates may adversely affect wastewater 
system structures and may increase the 
potential for the generation of sulphides. 

Sulphide as S 5 

Sulphides in wastewater may; cause 
corrosion of the wastewater collection system, 
particularly the non-wetted part of the sewer; 
generate odours which could cause a public 
nuisance; release toxic H2S gas which could

 

endanger sewer workers. 
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Parameter Limits 
 mg/l 

Reasons 

Sulphite as SO2 15 

Sulphite is a strong reducing agent and 
removes dissolved oxygen thereby increasing 
the potential for anaerobic conditions to form 
in the wastewater.  Sulphite also has the 
potential to release SO2

 
gas and thus 

endanger sewer workers. 

Suspended Solids  1000 
High suspended solids contents can cause 
sewer blockages and overload the 
wastewater treatment plant 

Temperature (°C) <40 

High temperatures: cause increased damage 
to sewer structures, increase the potential

 

for 
anaerobic conditions to form in the 
wastewater, promote the release of gases 
such as H2S and NH3, can endanger sewer 
workers. 

Total Phosphorus as P 50 
High phosphorus may significantly contribute 
to the nutrient load discharged to the 
receiving environment. 

Metals 

   

Antimony 10   

Arsenic 5 Can inhibit activated sludge treatment and 
digestion. 

Barium 10   

Beryllium 0.005   

Cadmium 1.0   

Chromium (total) 35   

Cr3+ 30   

Cr6+ 5   

Cobalt 10   

Copper 10   

Iron 300 

Iron salts may precipitate and

 

cause sewer 
blockages.  High concentrations of ferric iron, 
depending on conditions, could present colour 
problems. 

Lead 10   

Manganese 20   

Mercury 0.05    

Molybdenum 10   

Nickel 10   

Selenium 5   

Silver 5   

Thallium 5   

Tin 10   

Zinc 25   

Acetates 

   

Amyl acetate 200   

Ethyl acetate 100   

Isobutyl acetate 100   

Isopropyl acetate 100   

Methyl acetate 100   
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n-Butyl  acetate 100   

n-Propyl acetate 100   

Acids (organic) 

 
Acids can cause corrosion to the wastewater 
collection system. 

Acetic Acid <1000   

Butyric Acid <1000   

Caprionic Acid <1000   

Formic Acid <1000   

Lauric Acid <1000   

Propionic Acid <1000   

Valeric Acid <1000   

Acrylate Esters 

   

Ethyl acrylate 50   

Methyl acrylate 50   

Methyl methacrylate 50   

Alcohols 

 

Alcohols are flammable. 

Ethanol 500   

Isopropanol 500   

Methanol 500   

n-Butanol 500   

n-Propanol 500   

Aldehydes and Ketones 

 

Can endanger sewer workers. 

Acetone, (dimethyl ketone, propanone)

 

100   

Acrolein 100   

Cyclohexanone 100   

Dichlorobenzaldehyde 50   

Diethyl ketone (3-pentanone) 100   

Ethyl isopropyl ketone 100   

Formaldehyde (as HCHO) 50   

Glutaraldehyde 50   

Isobutyraldehyde 50   

Methyl ethyl ketone (butanone) 100   

Aliphatic Hydrocarbons 

 

See petroleum hydrocarbons. 

C5 to C9    

Chlorinated Benzenes 5 Compounds can inhibit biological properties. 

1,2,3,4-Tetrachlorobenzene 5   

1,2,3,5-Tetrachlorobenzene 5   

1,2,3-Trichlorobenzene 1   

1,2,4,5-Terachlorobenzene 5   

1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene 1   

1,2-Dichlorobenzene 5   

1,3,5-Trichlorobenzene 1   

1,3-Dichlorobezene 5   

1,4- Dichlorobezene 5   
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Chlorobenzene 5   

Hexachlorobenzene 1   

Hexachlorocyclohexane 2   

Pentachlorobenzene 5   

Chlorinated Phenols 1 Chlorinated phenols can adversely affect 
biological treatment processes. 

Pentachlorophenol 1   

Tetrachlorophenol 1   

Trichlorophenol 1   

Glycolethers 

   

Diethylene glycol 100   

Ethyl glycol    

Ethylene glycol 100   

Methyl glycol 100   

Halogenated Aliphatic Hydrcarbons 5 

Because of their stability and chemical 
properties these

 

compounds may: adversely 
affect the treatment process, impair the quality 
of the receiving environment, endanger sewer 
works. 

1,1 Dichloroethane (ethylene chloride) 5   
1,1,1-Trichloroethane (methyl 
chloroform) 5   

1,1,2,2-Terachloroethane 5   

1,1,2-Trichloroethane 5   

1,1-Dichloroethene (vinylidine chloride)

 

5   

1,1-Dichloropropane 5   

1,2- trans-Dichloroethene 5   
1,2-Dichloroethane (ethylene 
dichloride) 1 Health and safety is the limiting factor. 

1,2-Dichloropropane 5   

1,2-Dichloropropene 5   

1,3 Dichloropropane 5   

Bromodichloromethane 5   

Bromomethane (methyl bromide) 1   

Chloroethane (ethyl chloride) 5   

Chloroethene (vinyl chloride) 5   

Chloromethane (methyl chloride) 5   

Dibromochloromethane 5   

Dichlorodifluoromethane 5   

Dichloroethylenes 5 
Can inhibit nitrification at high concentration.  
Maximum measured concentration is 
0.24mg/L (USEPA 1979). 

Dichloromethane (methylene chloride) 5   

Halomethanes 5   

Hexachlorobutadiene 5   

Hexachlorocyclopentadiene 5   

Hexachloroethane 5   

Pentachloroethane 5   
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Tetrachloroethene (perchlorethylene) 1 Health and safety is the limiting factor. 
Tetrachloromethane (carbon 
tetrachloride) 

1 Health and safety is the limiting factor. 

Tribromomethane (bromoform) 5   

Trichloroethene 5   

Trichloroethylene 1 Environmental protection is the limiting factor. 

Trichlorofluoromethane 5   

Trichloromethane (chloroform) 1 Health and safety is the limiting factor. 

Halogenated Aromatic Hydrocarbons 
(HAH's)  0.002 

Because of their stability, persistence and 
ability to bioaccumulation in animal tissue 
these compounds have been severely 
restricted by health and environmental 
regulators. 

Monocyclic Aromatics 

 

These compounds are known to be 
carcinogenic and may endanger sewer 
workers.  They could also pose a fire and 
explosive hazard within the collection system.

 

2,3-Dinitrotoluene 5   

2,4-Dinitrotoluene 5   

2,6-Dinitrotoluene 5   

Benzene 1 Health and safety is the limiting factor. 

Dichloroaniline (total isomers) 5   

Dinitrotoluene 5   

Ethylbenzene 5   

Isopropylbenzene 1   

m, p-Xylene 5   

Nitrobenzene 5   

Nitrotoluene 5   

n-Propylbenzene 1   

o-Xylene  5   

Pyridine 5   

Styrene 5   

Toluene 1   

Nitriles 

 

Most organic nitrile compounds are toxic. 

Acetonitrile 50   

Acrylonitrile 50   

Nitrophenols 

 

Combustible, toxic, carcinogens. 

2,4-Dinitro-o-cresol 50   

2,4-Dinitrophenol 50   

2-Nitrophenol 50   

4,6-Dinitro-o-cresol 50   

4-Nitrophenol 50   

Nitrosamines 

 

Combustible, carcinogens. 

Dimethyl nitrosamine 50   

Di-n-propyl nitrosamine 50   

Diphehyl nitrosamine 50   

Nitrosodibutylamine N 50   
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Nitrosodiethylamine NO 50   

N-nitrosodimethylamine 50   

p-Nitrosodiphenylamine 50   

Pesticides (general)             1.0 

These actives may adversely affect the 
treatment process, impair the quality of

 
the 

receiving environment, and endanger sewer 
workers. 

Pesticides- general - 
(organophosphate) 

1.0   

Pesticides - general - (organochlorine) 0.01 
These pesticides are particularly persistent in 
the environment and their discharge limits 
need to be regulated. 

2,4-D (group 2) 1.0   

Acephate (Orthene) 1.0   

Alphamethrin 0.01   

Aminotriazole 1.0   

Amitrol 1.0   

Atrazine      1.0   

Azinophos Methyl (group 4) 0.01   

Azocyclotin  0.01   

Benomyl 1.0   

Bentazone (Basagran) 1.0   

Bitertanol 1.0   

Bromacil 1.0   

Bromofenoxim 1.0   

Bromomethane 1.0   

Bromopropylate (Neoron) 1.0   

Captan 1.0   

Carbaryl 1.0   

Carbendazim 1.0   

Carboxin (Vitavax) 1.0   

Chlorfenvinphos 1.0   

Chlorothalonil 1.0   

Chlorpropham 1.0   

Chlorpyriphos (group 4) 0.1   

Chlorthal-methyl 1.0   

Clethodim 1.0   

Clofentezim 1.0   

Clopyralid 1.0   

Cyhalothrin 0.01   

Cyproconazole 1.0   

Dalapon 1.0   

Deltamethrin 1.0   

Demetron-s-methyl 1.0   

Diazinon 1.0   

Dicamba 1.0   



28  

Reviewed by Council – 15 April 2010 

Parameter Limits 
 mg/l 

Reasons 

Dichlorbenil 1.0   

Dichlorofenthion 1.0   

Dichlorvos 1.0   

Dicofol (Kelthane) 0.1   

Dienochlor 0.1   

Diflubenzuron 1.0   

Dimethoate (Rogor) 1.0   

Diuron 1.0   

Dodine 1.0   

Endosulfan (group 4) 0.01   

Ethofumesate 1.0   

Famfur 1.0   

Fenamiphos (Nemacur) 0.5   

Fluazifop-P-butyl 1.0   

Flumetsulam 1.0   

Fluroxypyr 1.0   

Fosetyl-Al 1.0   

Furalaxyl 1.0   

Glufosinate 1.0   

Glyphosate 1.0   

Haloxyfop 1.0   

Hexazinone 1.0   

Isazofos 0.5   

Linuron 1.0   

Malathion (group 2) 1.0   

Mancozeb 1.0   

Mancozeb 1.0   

MCPA 0.5   

MCPB 1.0   

MCPP 1.0   

Metaldehyde 1.0   

Methomyl 1.0   

Metosulam 1.0   

Myclobutanil 1.0   

Niclosamide 1.0   

Oxadiazon 1.0   

Parathion-methyl 0.1   

Pendimethalin 1.0   

Permethrin 0.01   

Phorate 0.5   

Picloram 1.0   

Piperonyl (butoxide) 1.0   

Pirimiphos-methyl 1.0   

Prometryn 1.0   



29  

Reviewed by Council – 15 April 2010 

Parameter Limits 
 mg/l 

Reasons 

Propargite 1.0   

Propazine 1.0   

Propetamphos 1.0   

Prophetamphos 1.0   

Pyrethrins 0.01   

Rotenone 1.0   

Simazine 1.0   

Tau-fluvalinate (Mavrik)  0.10   

Terbacil 1.0   

Terbuthylazine 1.0   

Tetrachlorvinphos 1.0   

Thiobendazole 1.0   

Thiophanate-methyl 1.0   

Thiram 1.0   

Triclopyr 1.0   

Trifluralin 1.0   

Triforine 1.0   

Petroleum Hydrocarbons 30 
Petroleum hydrocarbons can endanger sewer 
workers and cause fires or explosions within 
the collection system. 

Cyclohexane 0.04   

n-Heptane 0.0170   

n-Hexane 0.0012   

n-Octane 0.0140   

Phenolic Compounds (as Phenol)  100 

Phenols in high concentrations can adversely 
affect biological treatment processes.  They 
may be incompletely removed by 
conventional treatment and subsequently 
impact on the environment. 

Phenol 30   

Phthalate Esters 

   

Dibutyl phthalate 50   

Dicapryl phthalate 50   

Diethyl phthalate 50   

Diethylphthalate 50   

Diisooctyl phthalate 50   

Dioctyl phthalate 50   

Polybrominated Biphenols (PBB's) 0.002 

Because of their stability, persistence and 
ability to bioaccumulate in animal tissue these 
compounds have been severely restricted by 
health and environmental regulators. 

Polychlorinated Biphenols (PCB's) 0.002 

Because of their stability, persistence and 
ability to bioaccumulate in animal tissue these 
compounds have been severely restricted by 
health and environmental regulators. 

Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons 
(PAH's)  0.002 

Many of this substance have been 
demonstrated to have an adverse effect on 
the health of animals, some are persistent 
and not biodegradable. 
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SCHEDULE 6

  
A GUIDE TO THE TRADE WASTE CONSENT APPLICATION PROCEDURE AND APPLICATION 
FORM   
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Pro forma Consent Form 1 - Classification (B) 
Consent Application  for New and Ongoing Trade Waste Discharge  

  
CONTROLLED TRADE WASTE     

1. Company Name:     

2. Company Number:     


